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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


A Bene 


HINTS ON REFORMATION. 
( Continued from page 9.) 


In our last we attempted to 
show, that the reformation of mor- 
als was not only necessary, but fros- 
sibleand PRACTICABLE. Wenow 
proceed to shew, that ‘his is the 


_best time to make the experi- 


ment. Every friend of order, 
morality, and virtue, is zow called 
upon to exert himself for the 
reformation of community. 

This position is flatly denied by 
some men who persuade them- 
sélves that they understand this 


. subject, and who declare that at 


a“ frofer time” they will assist 
a work which, if undertaken at 
. present, must be defeated. They 
declare that the situation of this 
community is so changed, that 
prejudices are so rooted, habits 
so fixed, that they who assail 
them are only securing to them- 
selves defeat and shame—that all 


the circumstances favourable to 


the improvement of morality have 
passed away, and that we must 


submit to evils which it is well to 


lament, but impossible to reform. 


This is language—these are | 


sentiments, which a moralist can- 
VoL. I. No. 2. 





not hold and cherish without 


guilt. The sentiments are false, 


ruinous, and infidel. The lan- 
guage is the prattle of despond- 
ency and indolence ; it is neither 
dictated by wisdom, nor a “ sound 
mind.” If such sentiments gen- 
erally prevail, reformation may 
be prevented ; but it will be im- 
peded altogether more by this 
canting, desponding language, 
than by all the powers of vice 
combined. It is because such 
opinions are entertained and pro- 
pagated, that no attempts have 
been made. We have shrunk 
from our duty, and abandoned 
our posts, because, instead of be- 
ing encouraged by the word of 
God, we have been frightened 
by the cowardly suggestions of 
men. We have hoped that times 
would be detter——that there would 
be less danger in encountering 
vice—less risk of popularity. By 
this miserable reasoning, by these 


unfounded hopes, we have been 
deluded and_ silenced; and the 


enemy has triumphed, first over 
our fears, and then, of course, 


over our virtue. 


The very arguments by which 
all attempts at reformation have 
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been impeded, should have rous- 
ed in us. new exertions to aid its 
progress. If the day in which 
we live is distinguished by the 
ravages of degenerate opinions 
and practices, this is a new and 
powerful rcason why good men 
should unite, “bind on their ar- 
mour, and go forth to battle.” 
We are not, in (¢his contest, to 
estimate the strength of ‘the ene- 
my by his zumbers: one holy 
man, one Virtuous example, is 
an host. How then wiil the ene- 
my melt before a combination of 
good men and good examples. 
Those who imagine that this is 
not the time to form such a com- 
bination, neither understand the 
nature of licentiousness, nor the 
importance of exertions against 
its progress. Can we rationally 
expect reformation, when we do 
nothing to procure it? Will the 
enemies of religion lose courage 
or numbers, while their field is 
undisturbed and undisputed? Are 
we to expect a miracle to reform 
the vices of society, while we do 
not attempt to employ ‘the ordi- 
nary means with which i merci- 
ful God has furnished us? Com- 
munity will be ruined long before 
vice will be self-destroyed. It 
carries every thing along with it 
an its dow navard career, and cor- 
rupts and exterminates at once. 
Every moment that it is suffered 
to proceed, it becomes more in- 
corrigible and hopeless. It will 
never be less inveierate, less fow- 
erful, or more easily destroyed, 
than at this moment. The idea 
that other times and circumstan- 
ces Will give facility to the labours 
of reformers, is vain and fatal. 
Times and circumstances are to 
be changed by the prayerful and 
diligent use of those means which 


God has given us for the impr@ve- 
ment of community. Wherever 
they have been thus used, with 
humble reliance upon the power 
and favour of God, they have 
been triumphently successful, and 
the most salutary benefits have 
followed. The Moral societies 
and Sunday schools, éstablished 
in the worst parts of London, 
were followed by a surprising 
reformation of morals, and by a 
consequent improvement in the 
condition and happiness of those, 
for whose benefit they were es- 
tablished. We are not half so 
corrupt, we are not half so strong- 
ly tempted to evil, and in our 
country such institutions could 
not fail of success. The times, 
‘the morals of community, will 
never be better, until the feedings 
and the practice of the virtuous 
part of community are changed. 
‘Whenever our opinions and con- 
‘victions upon this subject are cor- 
rect, and our conduct is agreeable 
to our convictions, we shall find 


that the fresent is the best time 


to exert ourselves. Whenever 
there is a call for reformation, 
then is the time to commence it, 
and the Present will always be the 
best time, until the work is ac- 
complished. 

But should we acknowledge 
that there are times when it is 
impracticable to attempt the re- 
formation of morals, we do not 
believe that the present times are 
of that description. ‘There are 
many favourable circumstances at 
this juncture, which are pecul- 
iarly encouraging. There is a 
growing attention to religion in 
this vicinity. Many have a deep 
sense of the importance of re- 
formation ; many who are now 
ready to aid the cause of pure 
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morality—who will come forth 
the valiant champions of truth 
and godliness. And shall not 
their zeal be cherished? Shall 
we suffer it to expire for want of 
support! Shall we rather at- 
tempt to cool, than excite, unite 
and direct it ‘Amid this season 
of gloom and danger, there are 
not a few who lifitheir eyes to 
the God of Israel. There are 
many who pour out their hearts 
before the Most High, and plead 
with him for the blessings of his 
spirit. There is more general 
attention and regard to the wor- 
ship and institutions of Jehovah. 
Things, at least, are compara- 
tively favourable ; and although 
it isa day of deep declension, of 
bold and dreadful wickedness, 


sull, if the foes of religion are . 


more daring, its friends are more 
courageous and determined.— 
And shall this precious moment 
be neglected? Dare we attempt 
to apologize for delay? We are 
boid to declare, that no friend of 
religion, no fre moralist, no 
sincere friend of his country, will 
either forbear to “ assist the Lord 
against the mighty,” or endeav- 
or to prevent others from this 
work of love. We can never 
‘hope for a better season to unite—— 
to resolve—and to PERFORM fur 
thename of the Lorp or Hoss. 
How THEN SHALL THE WORK 
OF REFORMATION BE COMMENCED 
AND CONDUCTED ? 
1. By the exampze of those 
_who feel the importance of refor- 
mation. It is palpable hypocrisy 
to lament the vices of others, and 
pretend to wish their reformation, 
while we practice them ourselves. 
Our opinions with respect to vir- 
tue, will never gain credit or in- 
fluence, without our example 
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proves that they influence our 
own conduct. If we sincerely 
deplore the ravages of intempe- 
rance, if we would suppress this 
vice, we must begin with our- 
selyes, and resolve to do that 
which we wish ethers to do. We 
must practice self-denial at home. 
We must often refuse even inno- 
cent gratifications, lest our meat 
and drink “ make our brother to 
offend.” We must sometimes 
decline lawful pleasures, to pay 
a proper regard to expedient ex- 
amples. 

If we lament abounding pro- 
fanity and blasphemy, we must 
avoid it, not only ourselves, but 
suppress it in the circle of our 
influence. The parent must in- 
struct his child—the master his 
servant, and punish every in- 
stance of profanity in his own. 
family. 

If we are distressed as we be- 
hold the Sabbath violated, we 
must begin reformation in our 
own conduct and dwellings. ‘Fhe 
head of the family: must sist 
that the members of his house- 
hold shall avoid all those trespass- 
es upon this sacred rest which are 
now sO common that they are 
thought almost innocent. Every 
man is master in his own house, 
and he can by the judicious exer- 
cise of his authority, not only 
contribute to the temporal, but 
by the divine favour, the eternal 
happiness of his family. Before 
we go any farther, let us be care- 
ful to devote our own examples 
to this benevolent work of refor- 
mation ; let us next exert our 
influence upon those who may be 
under our care or control. The 
man whose own heart is “ right 
with God”—whose family is rul- 
ed in wisdom, may fearlessly 
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come forward to assist the refor- 
mation of public morals. His 
opinions will be respected, and 
his exertions will be successful. 
Should every parent and master 
be thus faithful to himself, his 
children and servants, the work 
would be accomplished. Never 
will it be commenced until those, 
who profess to desire it, begin 
WITH THEIR OWN EXAMPLE. In 
this way we shall prove our sin- 
cerity; we shall acquire influ- 
ence ; and even those “ who hate 
and persecute” will secretly ad- 
mire and respect us. “ Let your 
light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” 

2. To aid the cause of refor- 
mation, the friends of morality 
must unite their exertions. In- 
dividual examples and exertions, 
although of the utmost impor- 
tance, are not sufficient. They 
occur too seldom ; they are too 
much separated. They must be 
united in one common effort, 
directed to one point, and their 
scattered energies must be con- 
solidated. Licentiousness rolls 
its rapid torrent with so much 
violence, that it cannot be checked 
but by the united exertions of 
the friends of virtue. When good 
men unite for the purpose of 
charity or reformation, they sel- 
dom fel of accomplishing their 
ovject. What prodigies have 
Missionary and Bible Societies 
effected? What multitudes have 
possessed the word of lite through 
their instrumentality £ How ma- 
ny bless God, and will bless him 
for ever, © for such’ societies ? 
Where men uflte upon great 
subjects, in prosecuting great 
objects, they gain commanding 
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influence, they acquire respect 
for the object in view, they awak-’ 
en attention to their subject, 
they surmount difficulties and 
suppress opposition. - What is” 
true of Missionary and Bible So-° 
cieties, is true of Moral Socie- 
ties. They become bonds of un- 
ion to good men and benevolent: 
exertions. They promote unity 
of sentiment, of design, and of 
action. They will call forth more 
wisdom, more vigour, and more 
success. Good men thus become 
mutual supporters; their hands’ 
are strengthened. Where such 
societies are properly formed and 
wisely conducted, it will not be 
long before public opinion will 
be in their favor. ‘Vice will lose 
its boldness when it loses public 
encouragement. Itis never bold 
but when society, as a body, pat- 
ronizes and excuses it. If the 
fries of religion would associ- 
ate, and pledge themselves to 
use their exertions to suppress 
vice and immorality, they would 
succeed. The wicked could not 
resist them. The laws of the 
land, as well as the commands of 
God, are in favour of virtue. lf 
our laws were executed’ with 
prompt and vigorous energy, we 
should soon see a reformation of 
those vices which now stain our 
national character, and grieve ev- 
ery friend of religion. Yes—ev- 
en at this day, and in this vicinity, 
where the Sabbath is openly vio- 
lated—where the markets are op- 
en in the face of the holy rest— 
where the dram shop is visited 
without a blush, even as we pass 
to public worship—/ere there are 
numbers sufficient (if united for 
that purpose) to suppress those 
dreadful! sins. Many people vio- 
Jate the Sabbath in this way, with- 
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put scarcely knowing it. We 
ave been so long in the habit of 
his sin, that we do not view it in 
Jl its inexcusable and crimson 
normity. 

38. This work of reformation 
ust be commenced by fervent 
and constant prayer. Without 
he blessing and direction of God, 
allour labour is vain. “ But will 

od cast off for ever 2” Obno. 
His ear is open to hear. It is 
the privilege of his people to 
come with boldness to his throne. 
Whenever the children of God 
shall be earnest in their supplica- 
tions, there will be seasons of 
refreshing from the presence of 
the Most, High. There are mul- 
titudes who forget this subject in 
their supplications at the throne 
of Grace. Iniquity will abound, 
it will increase, until there is 
more of the spirit of prayer ex- 
cited for its suppression. “ Zhe 
ervent effectual frrayer of the 
righteous man availeth:” ‘Those 
prayers which are offered in fazth 
and submission, are never lost ; 
and where they are. devoted to 
the honour of God in the tri- 
umphs of religion, we have eve- 
ry reason to hope that they will 
be effectually answered. We 
can possess no more. satisfactory 
evidence of our own sincerity in 
desiring and attempting reforma- 
tion, than that which we find in 
our prayers. If our hearts are 
drawn out before God,—if our 
closets witness that we strive 
with him for his spirit, and his 
blessing upon this subject—we 
may confidently hope, that we 
are in earnest for his glory. No 
man-ever prayed habitually, con- 


‘‘stantly, and secretly, for an ob- 
» ject that he did not sincerely 


desire. Ahypocrite detects him- 
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self, to himself, by léaving his 
closet, by restraining secret pray- 
er. A vigorous Christian, in 
whom is the divine life, will-not, 
cannot forget God in secret. Let 
those then that talk about refor- 
mation, try themselves by this’ 
rule. If they are in earnest,’ 
they will estimate and employ the 
privilege of prayer. When this 
divine weapon is used by the 
friends of religion, Zion will rise, 
—vice will be suppressed,—the 
*¢ Sabbath will be a delight, and 
the holy of the Lord honourable.” 
Without this, combination will 
be ineffectual—laws will be com- 
paratively worthless, and licen- 
tiousness will flourish. 

4. We must commence and 
frosecute the work of reformation 
with humble reliance upon the 
strength and favor of God.’ OF 
ourselves we are nothing. Com- 
bination, examples, and frrayers 
will not avail, without his assist- 
ance and blessing. We must 
have no confidence in our own 
exertions, independent of his fa- 
vour. He can prosper the weak- 
est means—he can disappoint the 
most formidable. He is the be- 
ginning, the continuance, and the 
end of every good work. We 
are but weak and unworthy instru- 
ments ; but itis our highest hon- 
our to be used in his service. 
The glory of all good things be- 
longs exclusively to God, and in 
all our attempts in spreading his 
gospel, and reforming immnaprali- 
ties, We must act under an abi- 
ding sense ofthistruth. This 
will make us- humble and active. 

A sense of dependence always 
inspires zeal, and animates exer- 
uion.--If we are in earnest in our 
wishes and labours for the refor- 
mation of morals, we shall be 
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patient and submissive to God. 
We must not presume to dictate 
to him, who knows when it will 
be best to crown our humble ef: 
forts with success. He is buta 
novice in the service of the cross, 
who imagines that every thing Is 
to be effected in a moment. True 
zeal éurns as well as sparkles—lt 
prepares us to endure hardship. 
It 1s persevering, not easily de- 
feated. It strives, and waits pa- 
tiently for the Lord. He, who 
yidges with infinite benevolence 
and wisdom, in his good time, 
willown and bless the labours of 
his friends. Darkness will not 
always hang over Zion. The 
period of her mourning will pass 
away. Those who now despise 
the restraints and the religion of 
the Gospel, will in their turn be 
despised and forgotten. Let us 
then wait patiently on the Lord--- 
Let us diligently employ the 
means he has given us, and trust 
to his mercy and his wisdom for 
the success ef all our efforts to 
promote his glory, and the happi- 
ness of our fellow-men.. Let it 
be evident by all our conduct, 
that we feel a tender solicitude 
for the welfare of the souls of 
wur brethren. While we are 
firm in our exertions to suppress 
vice, let us make it evident that 
we hate the crime more than the 
criminal, and that in seeking his 
reformation, we anly desire his 
happiness. The work that is 
here recommended has no alli- 
ance with passion, or pride. We 
are not to attempt to dictate, but 
to invite. We may wim, but we 
cannot compel. li we ave-pray- 
erful,—if we feel a humble de- 
pendance upon God,—if we real- 
ize that “ without him we can do 
nothing,” we shall at once be 


bold, ardent, affectionate and syuc- 
cessful, 


— > 
- For the Columbia Magazine. 
% Know thyself.” 


Humaw nature, generally, is 
but partially understood. The 
factis singular, because all men 
have the best possible opportunity 
to study their own character, ob- 
serve the nature and influence of 
their passions, and watch the va- 
rieties of their moral feeling ; but 
it is not strange, because all are 
unwiiling to discover and expose 
their own imperfection. Self- 
knowledge should be the prelude 


to all other knowledge. It estab- 


lishes the only true criterion of 
human conduct ; it lays the foun- 
dation on which are constructed 
all rules of moral action. Learn 
ihyself is the measure and ¢xtent 
of the design of morality ; a sci- 
ence which teaches man his duty 
and explains the reasons of that 
duty. The Christian, the moral- 
ist and the philosopher have 
combined their efforts to promote 
this study ; a study, worthy the 
assiduity and ambition of every 
intelligent and immortal being, 
because it is enjoined by the ex- 
press and collected will of God ; 
worthy, because it developes our 
end and destiny, expands and el- 
evates the dignity and glory of the 
human character ; worthy, be- 
cause it discovers the relation be- 
tween the creature and his Ma- 
ker ; dispels doubt, and more 
than “ intimates eternity to man,’ 

That ordinary inattention te 
the important duties of life ; that 
diversity of opinion about propri- 
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ety of conduct ; that contrariety 
of pursuit, and that culpable apa- 
thy in the practice of every vir- 
tue, so universal and so debasing, 
would indicate distrust of man’s 
accountability, and evince his dis- 
regard of any true and common 
standard for the regulation of his 
actions. But his accountability is 
established by the irreversible de- 
cree of God, and the moral con- 
victions of every bosom form a 
standard for the conduct of all. 
Various and multiplied are the 
trules which have been construct- 
ed for regulating conduct with 
regard to superiors and inferiors. 
The Scriptures specify and illus- 
trate the ground and necessity of 
moral restraint. They teach 
morality by precept and example. 
Civil institutes are formed to pro- 
tect and execute justice, to main- 
tain right and prohibit wrong. 
‘Honour, too, has introduced sys- 
tems of rules to be the arbiters 
of life and death to self-conjectur- 
ed greatness. Fashionable life 
‘produces fashionable death.— 
These rules are solely calculated 
to facilitate the intercourse be- 
‘tween equals. But the Scrip- 
tures, local statutes, and tender- 


ness of honour are not invariably 


and judiciously obeyed. The 
duplicity and guilt of man elude 
the retributions and challenge the 
vigilance of the most rigerous 
laws. Exceptions in the moral, 
as in the political world, will ex- 
ist. Human institutions, like 
man, their author, are imperfect 
and defective. Philosophers of 
every age, class and character, 
have felt and asserted these ex- 
ceptions and this imperfection ; 
and though centuries have passed 
since the annunciation of both; 
though the yolume of the experi- 
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ence and wisdom of ages from the 
nativity of Adam to his remotest 
descendants has been swelling 
with practical example, and is 
now open to the inspection of the 
present beholder ; though Chris- 
tians have prayed; though saints 
have wept ; though martyrs have 
expired ; apostles preached, and 
Christ agonized,—still, man is 
wilfully ‘self-ignorant; his de- 
pravity and self-acquired guilt 
have not been diminished ; his 
moral character is yet grossly 
perverse ; his attachments, ter- 
restrial ; his notions, depraved ; 
and his actions expressive of his 
notions. | 
Positive laws may enjoin the 
practical observance of certain 
duties. They form the criterion 
of municipal conduct. They teach 
us the performance of what others 
have power to exact. They 
mould and govern men as citi- 
zens, considering the more obvi- 
ous relative obligations resulting 
from the institution of civil socie- 
ty. With the multitude, popular 
opinion is the rule, and self-inter- 
est the motive of exertion. Let 
such be the standard of politics. 
Man is something more than a 
politician. The seal of immor- 
tality is instamped upon his soul, 
and the character of his life will 
give the final and indelible im- 
pression for eternity. Therefore, 
it becomes him, considering the 
impotency of written law effectu- 
ally to regulate his morals, the 
nature of his constitution, his ca- 
pacities, his accountability and 
destiny, to investigate and estab- 
lish certain maxims, certain pre- 
cise and fixed principles for the 
discipline and regulation of his 
peculiar conduct. To define, 
explain and apply these maxims 
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and principles is the business of 
morality... Nor can we . arrive at 
these, without first examining 
his propensities, classing his mo- 
tives and analizing his actions. 
This done, we shall collect one 
invariable rule, one universal 
principle, one unerring standard 
as the true criterion of moral ac- 
tion. 

How illustriously is the be- 
nevolence of God exemplified in 
the nice adaptation of every or- 
gan to its peculiar office! The 
glory of the brute creation de- 
pends chiefly upon their mechan- 
ical organization. Satisfaction of 
their appetites is the acme of 
their happiness. They are una- 
ble te compute consequence’. 
They are creatures of instinct, 
governed by appetency and fear. 
Man, the prince of creation and 
candidate for. heaven, is no less 
distinguished by the accurate ad- 
justment of his organic nature, 
than signalized and blessed in the 
variety, magnitude and vigor of 
his mental powers. Together 
with a susceptibility of pleasure 
and of pain, Deity has implanted 
in his nature an unchangeable 
propensity to promote the one 
and avoid the other. And the fi- 


nal cause of this, while it displays 


divine wisdom, is the extension 


-of human happiness, and diminu- 


ticn of human misery. From in- 
fancy to age the mind is perpetu- 
ally opening to the contemplation 
of new objects; which are calcu- 
jated either to stimulate our pro- 
pensity to their pursuit, and are 
accordingly termed agreeable ; 
or to disappoint expected pleas- 
ure and produce pain, and accord- 
ingly termed disagreeable. The 
consideration of objects of either 
class excites desire ; if of the for- 


mer, a desire to attain ; if of the 
latter class, a desire to avoid. 
Will is influenced by desire. Va- 


rious and cogent motives may in- 


vite to action. The mind is sus- 


pended, deliberates, anticipates 


consequences, at last acts in obe- 
dience to the strongest motive. 
Yet, where but a single motive 
operates, determination must 


-precede action ; and this power 


to determine is denominated will. 
Hence, the subsequent action is 
called voluntary. In strictness, 
every action influenced by a mo- 
tive is voluntary ; because the 
agent exercises antecedent will. 


-But, generajly, actions perform- 


ed contrary to desire are esteem- 
ed involuniary.. An heretic is 


suspected of being accessory to 


the crime of his companion—the 


_-anathemas of the church are por- 


tended if he do not inform—-defi- 


-ance of her authority, the sanctity 


of his vow and the obligations of 


-his friendship seal his lips.. His 


purpose is fixed, his resolution 
steadfast as the hills. At length, 
the terrors of inquisitorial ven- 
geance are arrayed—the thunders 
of popish retribution are denounc- 
ed—the apparatus of death is ex- 
hibited—his manacles drop from 
the devoted victim—he is drag- 
ged from the dungeon of his in- 
carceration—he mounts the rack 
—the wheel revolves. In this 
climax of his anguish, expiring 


nature utters that information, 


the object of the plenitude of. his 
suffering. This is, commonly, 
esteemed an involuntary act. It 
is repugnant to his desire, though 
dictated by the decision of his 
will. 

Another set of actions are usu- 
ally called instinctive. They re- 
semble the other two species of 
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action, in that the agent feels con- 
sciousness ; but differ from them 
by the defect of motive and will. 
Most of the actions of brutes, and 
some of men are of this descrip- 
tion. Such are not distinguished 
by the qualities of desiring or 
intending. Instinct exists ante- 
cedent to the perception of pleas- 
ure or pain produced by external 
objects ; consequently actions 
proceeding from pure instinct are 
independent of will and intention ; 
will affecting the action which 
produces the effect, and intention 
qualifying the effect. Now will 
and intention constitute the merit 
or demerit of most actions, and 
accordingly the agent is to be re- 
warded or punished. It follows 
that man is not accountable for 
actions strictly instinctive. Nor 
will infinite justice make involun- 
tary actions, those extorted by 
foreign violence, the subject of 
future punishment. Much less 
will that same justice punish 
deeds unattended with conscious- 
ness. ‘The only remaining spe- 
cies of action is voluntary, prece- 
ded by desire and accompanied 
by intention. 

Of such actions only right and 
wrong are qualities ; the former 
meaning consistency with the 
will of God; the latter, discre- 
pancy with that will. This dis- 
tinction has ever been recognized 
as the central pillarin the temple 
of morality. it is the great plat- 
form which supports the super- 
structure of every civil institu- 
tion. Without it reason would 
be vain and impotent ; vice would 
steal into the asylum of inno- 
cence ; the licentiousness of pas- 
Sion would proclaim its indepen - 
dence; major vis, abjure all 
equity ; discord and cobision fol- 
Vou I. No. 2. 
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low ; injury and impunity pre- 
vail. Here no one need be told 
the existence and difference be- 
tween primary and secondary 
qualities. The one is perma- 
nent and real, whether perceived 
or not; such as cohesion, figure, 
gravity: the other depends mu- 
tually and equally upon the per- 
cipient and the subject; such as 
taste, beauty, ugliness. Seconda- 
ry qualities are perceived intui- 
tively, independent of reason and 
exclusive of the agency of will. 
Thus we need no exercise of 
judgment to tell the eye what is 
beautiful ; the ear what is melo- 
dious ; the palate what is sweet. 
Just so it is with the perception 


‘of the qualities of right and 


wrong in yoluntary actions ; for 
these also are secondary. Where 
is the wretch who demands a syl- 
logism to be convinced that, to 
rescue a drowning mortal, is 
right? or that, to plunge him to 
the bottom, is wrong? Deity has 
conferred various faculties for va- 
rious purposes. ‘Thus, truth and 
falsehood are investigated and 
discovered by reasoning ; beauty 
and deformity are objects of a 
sense called taste ; the qualities 
of right and wrong are objects of 
another faculty, denominated con- 
science, or moral sense. Accor- 
dingly, reason becomes the ulti- 
mate standard of truth and false- 
hood ; taste the standard of beau- 
ty and its opposite ; the moral 
sense, the standard of right and 
wrong ; which last is the only 
proper and inflexible rule of 
moral conduct. It isa tribunal 
erected in the breast of every in- 
telligent being ; it is the voice 
of God within us. 

Do any doubt the existence of 
amoral sense? The bare per- 
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ception of right and wrong must 
dissipate such doubt. Is the 
perception of beauty, of color, or 
of any secondary quality, more 
distinct and clear, than that of 
right and wrong in voluntary ac- 
tions? Is not every perception 
an act of sense? And is not the 
existence of the sense of seeing 
cvinced by the perception of 
beauty, color? Not more clearly 
and decidedly, than the existence 
of a moral sense is evinced by 
the perception of right and wrong. 
‘True, mankind may be endued 
with moral sense In different de- 
rrees of perfection. Culture 
and education may make this dif- 
ference still greater. But show 
us the man entirely destitute, and 
to him the terms right and wrong 
will be as unintelligible, as the 
terms red and green to a man 
born blind. All who are abovea 
state of perfect idiocy entertain 
some notions of right and wrong ; 
whether there be a general con- 
sent, a common sense, producing 
uniformity of opinicn about right 
and wrong, is not so certain. 
Nor is it an absurd conjecture to 
suppose the notions about right 
and wrong to be as various and 
discordant as those about beauty 
and defo1.nity ; the correctness 
of this proposition is confirmed 
by reflecting that, in some age 
and country, almost every species 
of vice has been countenanced 
and sanctioned by public opinion. 
Dueling, suicide and theft have 
occasionally been the sport of 
fashion ; and even modern times 
can produce their bloody advo- 
cates. Popular superstition has 
elevated the frantic mother upon 
the funeral pile of a departed 
husband, after she had committed 
her helpless infant to the surges 


of the Indus; or left it, naked 
and defenceless, on his banks, to 
broil beneath the intensity of an 
Indian sun, or writhe in the tal- 
ons of an eastern bird of prey. 
The father has sold his son in 
bondage—children have inherited 
the punishment due to the crimes 
of their parents—and a variety of 
enormities, no less crue) than 
impious and immoral, according 
to our convictions, have been uni- 
versally practiced. 

Can these facts disprove the 
existence of a moral sense ? or 
destroy the reality of a common 
sense inmorals? They only show 
this common sense to have beeu 
fluctuating, and more or less per- 
fect, according to the progress of 
the education and refinement of 
different nations. Perfection in 
morals, like perfection in taste, is 
the result of gradual improve- 
ment. In the first rude state of 
society, the more tender and del- 
icate feelings of our nature lie 
dormant and inactive. The tale 
of woe and sorrow may be echoed 
in the ear of the savage, he will 
hear it with as little emotion as 
he feels when he listens to the 
breeze that murmurs through 
the forest of his retreat. It 
sounds upon his ear—he stops 
his chase—the noise subsides— 
and he renews his march, un- 
mindful of the majesty of Him 
who whispers in the wind. The 
stag is his only object of pursuit ; 
a feather and a kinife the choicest 
ornaments of his pride. And 
though he feels it is wrong that 
another should rifle from him the 
object of bis toil; yet he is left 
to the guidance of his passions, 
without any just conceptions of 
morals more than of the fine arts. 
At length, society is formed ; 
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civilization is promoted ; arts and 
sciences are Introduced ; the so- 
cial affections are exercised. He 
now perceives the expansion of 
his intellectual powers, and the 
rapid improvement of all the fac- 
ulties of his soul. Sympathy 
mollities his moral nature ; and 
the tale which before passed him 
unnoticed, now penetrates his 
bosoin, unlocks the fountain of 
his sorrow and extracts the warm- 
est tear of pity. As with individ- 
uals, so it is with nations. Both 
ripen gradually, and become 
more refined in taste, in morals, 
in religion, until they arrive at 


the greatest maturity and form a 


common standard in each ; after 
which there is a general unifor- 
mity of opinion about the moral 


‘rales of right and wrong ; and 
few exceptions can be found 
which do not originate in imbe- 


cility or corrupted education. 
True, anomalies in the human, 
as well as any other race, may ex- 
ist. Indeed, in every age and 
among the most polished and en- 
lightened nations, individuals 


-have been known, who cherished 


singular and dangerous senti- 


“ments on moral as well as other 
subjects. A few have differed 
from the many in various points 
.of morality. This fact no more 


Militates against a common sense 
in morals; and is no more an ar- 
gument against a common stand- 


_ard of right and wrong, than a 


monstrous birth is an objection to 
the common standard of the hu- 
man figure ; or than a trivial ex- 
ception, to the truth of a general 


proposition, But what, it may 
_be demanded, shall regulate the 


conduct of those whose opinions 


‘form these exceptions? Shall 
they vielate and sacrifice their 
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own private convictions to the 
sweeping mandate of a general 
and uniform standard? Shall my 
conceits, because peculiar, be 
bartered for a practical compli- 
ance with the ordinances of the 
majority? Hoe guidem perguam 
durum «st, sed ita fierofius est, 
The common good requires it. 
And if this common sense be not 
obeyed, the consequences would 
be subversive of all moral fitness 
and order in the conduct of men. 
Caprice and obstinacy would tri- 
umph over the milder dictates of 
our nature. In matters of a pe- 
cuniary nature ; in disputes rela- 
tive to every civil right and obli- 
gation ; in all controversies re- 
specting meum and tnum, nothing 
is more ordinary than an appeal 
to the common sense of right and 
wrong as the finalumpire. Pub- 
lic opinion is made the ultimate 
standard of decision. All have a 
sense of perfection in the com- 
mon nature of man, and any de- 
formity, in form or magnitude, to 
the standard of that common na- 
ture, is esteemed irregular and 
unnatural. This sense of pertec- 
tion comprehends every branch 
of the nature of man, as well his 
moral as intellectual nature ; and 
this common sense becomes the 
standard in morals, in contradic- 
tion to private convictions. Obe- 
dience to this standard is essen- 
tial to the welfare of community ; 
for without it, every decision of 
every tribunal, whether ecclesias- 
tical, civil, political or moral, 
would be arbitrary and destitute 
of authority. [lappy is the con- 
stitution of man! that when his 
depravity and infirmity induce 
him to do wrong, the admonitory 
‘counsel of his species restrains 
the indulgence of ils evil propen- 
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sities and prescribes the proper 
rules for the government of his 
conduct! Society would not in- 
crease happiness, without unifor- 
mity of action with regard to 
right and wrong ; to this end, 
uniformity of perception of right 


and wrong 1s necessary ; to pro- 
duce which, a standard in morals 
is indispensable. This standard 
is founded in the original princi- 
ples of our nature, and to it hu- 


man conduct should ore 
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BERKSHIRE MORAL SOCIETY. 


We feel emotions of uncom- 
mon and most animated pleasure, 
in presenting our readers with 
the following history of the for- 
mation of the Berkshire Moral 
Society,—its constitution and ad- 
dress. The exertions of the 
friends of religion in that highly 
respectable part ef our_country, 
cannot fail to excite the liveliest 
interest and gratitude. The coun- 
ty of Berkshire is distinguished 
for its excellent ministry, for its 
exemplary morals, and its lib- 
eral charities. This constitu- 
tion appears to be wisely adapted 
to its purpose, and the address 
of the Society is at once season- 
able, solemn and eloguent. The 
most salutary effects: may be ex- 
pected to follow the exertions of 
that excellent Society—a Society 
comprising men of the first tal- 
ents, and of the best character. 
The weight of their names, and 
the purity of their examples, are 
the pledges of their sincerity and 
their success. They have seta 
ood example to their brethren 
here, and bid us in very forcible 
Janguage “GO AND DO LIKE- 


WIsE.”’ | Eps. 


Berkshire Society for promoting Good 
Morals. 


The Berkshire Association of Min- 
isiers, Anxious to promote the best in- 
terests of the community, and deeply 
concerned for the welfare of that part 
of Zion which is more particularly 
under their care, have considered the 
importance of a reformation of mor- 
als, and deem it their duty to state in 
this public manner to their fellow citi- 
zens in this county the result of their 
deliberations. 

Impressed with the conviction, that 
the mcreasing corruption of manners 
has a most threatening aspect upon 
the public welfare, and particularly 
upon the moral state of the rising 
generation, but persuaded that the 
friends of morality and virtue are suf- 
ficiently numerous and influential, if 
their exertions should be soon com- 
bined, to cause the wholesome laws 
of the state to be respected, and to 
prevent the stream of immorality from 
swelling into a resistless torrenti—the 
Association do earnestly recommend 
united and general efforts for the 
reformation Of manners. For the ac- 
complishment of this object, they 
have taken the liberty to nominate a 
committee, consisting of the following 
gentlemen, namely, Hon. WILLIAM 
Watxsr, Esq. Jonn C. Wirirams, 
Esq. Josuva Danrortna, Esq. Exs- 


-sHa Lex, Esq. Josepm Woopsri per, 


Ksq. Noan Rosserer, Esq. Rev. 
Mr. Catiin, Rev. Doctors Fircnu 
and Hyrpr, and Rev. Messrs, Snep- 
axp and Jrenyines, who are hereby 
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desired to investigate the subject, and 
to mature some plan effecting a refor- 
mation. 

The Association have also appointed 
a public meeting to be held at the 
court-house in Lenox,.on the third 
Tuesday of August, at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, at which time a sermon 
will be preached, and the report of the 
abovementioned committee will be 
considered—which meeting the friends 
of order in the several towns are re- 
spectfully invited to attend. 

The Committee are requested to 
meet at the same place at 9 o’clock in 
the forenoon. 

ALVAN HYDE, Moderator. 
ELIJAH WHEELER, Scribe. 
Tyringham, June 22, 1814. 


In conformity to the foregoing ap- 
pointment of the Berkshire Associa- 
tion, a respectable number of gent'e- 
men from the various towns in the 
county, met at Lenox on the 16th 
day of August, 1814: a sermon was 
delivered by the Rev. President 
Fitch, from Prov. xiv.34. Rightcous- 
ness exalteth a nation, but sin is a re- 


proach to any people. After the reli- 


gious service was concluded, the gen- 
tlemen present proceeded to the busi- 
ness of the meeting. President Fitch 
officiated as Chairman—and the Com- 
mittee appointed by the Association 
made report as follows :— 

‘¢ The Gommittee appointed by the 
Association of Ministers in the county 
of Berkshire, at their session in June 
Jast, to devise ways and means for the 
suppression of vice and the promo- 
tion of good morals, having met and 
atiended to the object of their ap- 
pointment, now submit to the consid- 
eration of their fellow-citizens of the 
county of Berkshire, assembled on 
this occasion, the following RE- 


- PORT, viz. 


The rapid growth of vice in our 
country, particularly the gross viola- 
tions of the holy Sabbath, the exces- 
sive use of ardent spirits, and profane- 


_ Ness, is too Obvious not to be noticed, 


and canuot fail to be deeply deplored 


- by every friend of good order and the 


best interests of mankind. These 
enemies are coming in upon us like a 
flood. Too long already have we te- 
aarded, with snpineness, the encroach- 


Berkshire Moral Society. 45 


ments of irreligion and vice upon the 
fair nvheritance bequeathed to us by 
our fathers. We appear to be hasten- 
ing to a state of degradation, from 
which, it is to be feared, we shall not 
soon emerge. But, while we lament 
the prevalence of evils, so extensive 
in their influence, and so destructive 
to the morals of people, we rejoice 
that the public attention begins to be 
called up to the subject, and that 
many of the sober and wise, in differ- 
ent parts of the country, ate engaged 
vigorously in the work of reformation. 
Associations have been formed, in 
several of the states, for the suppres- 
sion of vice; and experience testifies, 
that much good has already been ef- 
fected. We ardently hope and are 
fully persuaded, that by united and 
extended exertions, much more good 
may be done. 

On the 5th of February, 1813, a so- 
ciety was formed in Boston, entitles 
‘¢ The Massachusetts Society for the 
suppression of Intemperance.”—The 
object of the Society is stated to be, 
‘to discountenance and suppress the 
t0o frequent ure of ardent spirits, and 
its kindred vices, profaneness and 
gaming; and’to encourage and pro- 
mote temperance, ani general moral- 
ity”’ This Society recommends ‘the 
institution of auxiliary societies in dif- 
ferent ‘parts of the commonwealth, 
upon such a plan as shall be deemed 
the best adapted to give system and 


efficiency to the whole” We are 


happy in being able to state, that sev- 
eral auxiliary societies have since been 
formed in the commonwealth. 

The Committee, unwilling that the 
friends of good order in the county of 
Berkshire should he the last to bear 
testimony abainst the spread of irre- 


‘ligion and vice, recommend that a 


Moral Seciety be formed in this 
county.” 


And thereupon it was resolved by 
the gentlemen present, that a Moral 
Society be formed in the county of 
Berkshire, according to the recom- 
mendation of the committee.—The 
following Constitution, reported by 
the committee, was then read, de- 
bated, amended and adopted, a3 and 
for the Constitution of the said Socie« 
ty, Viz. 
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CONSTITUTION, 


_ Article I. The name of this assoeia- 
tion shall be, ‘* The Berkshire Society 
for the promotion of Good Morals.” 

If. The members of this Society 
shall, by their conversation and ex- 
ample, encourage all virtuous conduct, 
and shall discountenance vice gene- 
rally, and particularly the vices of 
Sabbath-breaking, intemperance in the 
use Of spirituous liquors, and profane. 
ness. They shall actively assist all 
civil officers in the execution of the 
laws of the State, against vice and 
immorality, and especially the vices 
above mentioned, and shall use their 
influence and give their assistance in 
enforcing the jaws made for the regu- 
Jation of licensed houses and shops, 
and for the promotion of schools. 

ILL. And in order move fully to car- 
ry into effect the objects of this So- 
ciety, it shall be the duty of its mem- 
bers to exert their influence in pro- 
moting the formation of auxiliary s0- 
cieties in the towns to which they re- 
spectively belong, to be connected 
with this Society, and to make report 
of their proceedings to this as-ocia- 


tion at its annual meetings ; and the 


members of this Society—shall unite 
with such auxiliary Societies. 

IV. Any person of fair mora! char- 
acter may become a member of this 
Society. And all persons possessing 
such a character, may be admitted as 
members at any meeting of the Socie- 
ty by a majority of the votes present, 
and between the annual meetings they 
may be admitted by consent of any 
two of the Executive Commitiee.— 
And all persons upon their admission 
shall subscribe the Constitution. 

V. The officers of this Society shall 
be a President, three Vice-Presidents, 
eight Counsellors, a Corresponding 
Secretary, and a Treasurer, who shall 
also discharge the duties of Record- 
ing Secretary ; which officers shall, in 
their collective capacity, be called the 
Executive Committee, and shall be 
chosen annually by ballot, or in such 
other. way as the Society shall direct. 

VI. it shall be the duty of the Pre- 
sident, and in his absence of one of 
the Vice-Presideats, to preside at all 
meetings of the Society, and at the 
meetings Of the Exccutive Commit- 


tee; and the President shall have 


power to convene the Executive Com- 


mittee whenever he thinks proper ; 
and it shall be his duty to calla meet- 
ing of the Executive Committee, 
whenever he shall he thereto requesi- 
ed by two members of that body. 
And the President shall call a special 
meeting of the Society whenever re- 
quesied by a majority of the said 
Committee. 

VIL. The Corresponding Sccretary 
shall open and maintain corresponden- 
ces with other similar institutions, ior 
the purpose of collecting facts vela- 
tive to the objects of this Society, and 
of obtaining the results of the expe- 
rience of other similar associations, 
and shall make report in writing to 
this Society at the annual meeting. 

VIL. The Treasurer shall take the 
charge of the monies and other pro- 
perty of the Society, and shall Keep 
a fair record of its proceedings, and 
shall exhibit an account of his receipts 
and expenditures to the Society, at 
the annual meeting thereof. 

IX. The Executive Committee shall 
meet quarterly, and shall manage the 
concerns of the Society during the in- 
tervals of its meetings—shall arrange 
and exhibit to the Society any plans 
which they shall deem proper for the 
furtherance of its objects—shall have 
power to appropriate its monies and 
property, and shall make report of 
their doings to the Society at its an- 
nual mectings. Eight members shail 


constitute a quorum. 


X. Twenty-one members of this 
Society shall constitute a quorum. 

X1. if any member shall, by his 
conduct, exhibit a spirit hostile to the 
expressed views of this Society, he 
may be dismissed at any regular meet- 
ing thereof, by the votes of two thirds 
of the members present. 

Xi. There shall be an annual meet- 
ing of the Society on the second 
‘Tuesday of June, at such place as 
shall he appointed by the Society at 
the previous meeting. The annual 
and special meetings of the Society 
shail be publicly notified in each of 
the newspapers printed in the county, 


during two weeks immediately pre- " 


ceding the meeting. At each annual 
meetimg x sermon shall be delivered 
before the Society by some person 
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eected for that purpose, and a con- 
tribution shall then be made for the 
benefit of the Society. 

XIII. This Constitution may be a- 
mended by a vote of two thirds of the 
members present at any annual meet- 
ing, notice of such amendment being 
given at a previous meeting. 


The Society proceeded to the choice 
of Officers, when the following gentle- 
men were elected : 


Rev. Esenezer Fitcn, v.v. Pres’t. 
Hon. Wm. Waker, 1st Vice-Pres’t. 
Rev. Atvan Hyps, v. v. 2d V. Pres. 
Dr. THapvevs Pomeroy, Sd V. Pres. 
Josnvua Danrorrnu, Esq. | 
JosepH Woopsrince, Esq. 
Rev. Gorpvon Dorrance, 
Exisna Lex, Esq. 
Rev. SamvuEt SHEPARD, 
Noan Rosserer, Esq. 
Rev. Josrrn L. MILts, 
Rev. Exisan WHEELER, J 
Rev. THomas Ponperson, Corres- 
ponding Secretary. 
Mr. James W. Roggtns, Treasurer and 
Recording Secretary. 
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The following Address to the 
friends of order, morality and 
relision, in the County of Berk- 
shire, relating to the interesting 
objects of the Society, was afi- 
pfuoved and adopted, and order- 
ed to be frrinted, with the frro- 
ceedings of the meeting. 


Tue Providence of Jehovah, 
which is ever mingling mercies 
with judgments, has distinguish- 
ed the present troubled era of the 
world, with many aspects, which 
promise extensive good to the 
interests of religion and virtue. 
‘While vice has broken through 
the restraints, which have hereto- 
fore set bounds to its activity, and 
has shaken its broken fetters in 


_ the face of day, the friends of 


righteousness, order and peace, 
have been endowed with unusual 
enetgy, in coming forth to the 


help of the Lord against the 
mighty. Amid the fluctuations 
of human things, different de- 
grees of vice have, in different 
periods, deformed the face of so- 
ciety, and endangered its repose. 
Vice, like other things, takes its 
shape from surrounding circum- 
stances, and displays itself in 
new forms under new orders of 
things. But it is a consoling re- 
flection, that the Providence of 
God, whose ever wakeful eye is 
fixed on the interests of virtue, 
has raised up, in every age, cham- 
pions of truth and order, who 
have skilfully and successfuily, 
combatted vice in its various ap- 
pearances, and most formidable 
dimensions. ‘The corription of 
manners, which but a few years 


ago prevailed, in almost every 


part of Christendom, and seemed 
to threaten extensive desolation 
to the moral interests of man, 
has, by thealarm which it excited, 
produced a decided and powerful 
reaction in favor of religion and 
morality. Never was there a 
time, when such systematic and 
wide reaching efforts were made, 
to propagate religious truth, and 
to arm conscience and virtue 
with increased authority, as dis- 
tinguish the present period ; and 
never before did the blessing of 
God descend more richly, upon 
exertions to do good. In this 
part of our country, we have been 
remiss and dilatory, in coming in- 
to the system of reformation 
which is now diffusing, in differ- 
ent directions, its benign influ- 
ence. We have neglected to join 
the grand march of moral im- 
provement until we have been 
alarmed by the increasing cor- 
ruptions which prevail among 
ourselyes. Deeply concerned for 
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the consequence of these evils, 
and impressed with a conviction 
of the necessity of combined ex- 
ertions, for the improvement of 
morals, a number of the friends 
of reformation, assembled at the 
Meeting-house in Lenox, on 
Tuesday the sixteenth day of 
August, 1814, in compliance 
with an invitation of the Berk- 
shire Association of Ministers, 
for the purpose of devising and 
executing some plan for the re- 
formation of morals in the Coun- 
ty of Berkshire. The result of 
our deliberations is presented 
you, in the Constitutions we have 
discussed and adopted. 

The expediency and necessity 
of associated efforts for the at- 
tainment of any great object are 
loudly proclaimed by the experi- 
ence of the world. Perhaps the 
force of the principle of associa- 
tion was never more fully devel- 
oped or extensively apptied than 
it has been in the recent efforts 
which have been made to im- 
prove the moral condition of man- 
kind. Insolated individuals can 
act but to a limited extent for the 
reformation of manners, where 
they are surrounded by a state of 
society that exposes to obloquy 
those who are willing to risk the 
consequences of attempting to 
cause the just and wholesome 
laws against vice to be respected. 
And it cannot be expected that 
many persons will have the moral 
ecurage to stand forth unaided 
and alone in the good work of re- 
pressing vice.. Well constituted 
combinations bring into action the 
collected wisdom and experience 
ef many; they inflame recipro- 
eal zeal and courage and awaken 
a holy emulation in doing good. 
Impressed with these considera- 


tions, and relying on the efficacy 
of extensive and simultaneous ef- 
forts to accomplish a reformation, 
we have formed ourselves into a 
society, for the purpose of pro- 
moting as far as possible a refor- 
mation of morals throughout the 
County of Berkshire. But we 
are’conscious that the organiza- 
tion of a general society is only 
one step in the grand progress 
towards a reform. But a small 
part of the preliminary work is 
yet accomplished. A general 
society composed of detached 
individuals, who reside in differ- 
ent parts of the county, can act 
but with a feeble efficacy against 
vice. The formation of local 
auxiliary societies in the different 
towns of the County, appears to 
us to be a procedure imperiously 
demanded in order to the attain- 
ment of the object.. To the es- 
tablishment of societies of this 
kind WE have pledged ourselves 
to lend our assistance. It is only 
by numerous local societies who 
can act with concentrated efforts, 
in their respective spheres, that 
any very thorough or decided 
measures can be pursued.—We 
most earnestly call on all the 
friends of religion, virtue and ‘so- 
cial life, to unite themselves in 
their respective towns, in organ- 
ized societies for promoting good 
morals and increasing a rever- 
ence for the venerable institutions 
of religion. It is by mingling 
with these particular associations 
that the members of the general 
society expect to exert them- 
selves with most efficacy in the 
work of reform. The general 
society, from the scattered situa- 
tion of its members, will not be 
able to come in direct contact 
with vice; it only proposes te 
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render itself subservient to the 
great object, by supplying a bond 
and centre of union to the auxil- 
iary societies. There is much 
to be done for the purification 
and improvement of society, and 
we are surrounded by every con- 
sideration which can awaken 
hope or stimulate exertion, The 
tide of vice has not yet swelled 
into an overwhelming torrent.— 
‘There is yet much elevated sen- 
timentand much moral strength 
inthe community. All that is 
necessary for us to do under the 
blessings of Heaven to impress 
upon the minds of men, a rev- 
erence for the institutions of re- 
ligion and to secure the interests 
of morality, is to array the virtu- 
ous part of society against the 
vices which are disturbing the 
order of social life and exposing 
us to the displeasure of an offend- 
ed God. We do not intend to 
employ uvhallowed weapons, nor 
do we wish to awe, even the 
guilty, with terror. Our meas- 
ures will be characterized by 
delicacy, moderation, charity and 
a deep concern for the temporal 
and eternal good of those, on 
whose conduct our animadver- 


sions must fall. We have no be- 


lief that the necessity of resort- 
ing to legal proseeutions will fre- 
quently occur. Such a painful 
remedy will not be resorted to 
until all gentler methods have 
been attempted. But while our 
conduct is marked by mildness 
and moderation, it must be firm 
and determined. In the moral 
principles and religious institu- 
tions, which we have reccived 
from our ancestors, we have a 
magnificent bequest wi4ch it be- 
comes us to transmit unimpaired 
tO posterity. It rests with those 
Vou. I. No. 2. } 
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who are now engaged in the ac- 
tive scenes of life, to decide by 
their conduct whether the rising 
generation shall be virtuous and 
happy, whether they shall. adorn 
and bless society ; or contribute 
to fill up that fearful measure of 
iniquity, which, under tite right- 
eows government of God, presa- 
ges inevitable destruction., The 
sons of vice are swiftly passing 
off the stage: death will soon 
lay them low; and shall we not 
interpose our influence to prevent 
others from treading in their 
steps? It is in our power to 
throw a barrier around the rising 
generation. Let us then rise to 
our high responsibilities, and 
prove ourselves worthy of the 
solemn trust which almighty God 
has committed to our hands. The 
path of duty is plain and open 
before us ; let us go forth to our 
sacred work in the strength of 
the Lord, and be the consequen- 
ces what they may, we shall be 
sure of gaining the approbation 
of our own hearts, the reverence 
of. all bad men, the esteem of 
the good, and the favour of that 
benignant Being who will permit 
no deed of charity, no act of self- 
denying obedience, to pass uure- 


warded. 


EBENEZER Fitcn, President. 


The next meeting of the Sortety 
isto be holden at Piitsfield on the 
second Luesday of June, 18135. 


—_——-<4b + @-- - ~ 


Secand Report of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Theological Semi- 
nary to the Genera! Assembly. 


Tue Board of Directors of the 
Theological Seminary beg leave 
ty 
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to present to the General Assem- 
bly, the following as their second 
Report. 

- The Board of Directors took 
the earliest opportunity to appoint 
a commiitee to prosecute before 
the Presbytery of New-York, the 
call of the Assembly, for the 
Rev. Doct. Samuel Miller to be- 
come Professor of Fcclesiastical 
History and Church Government 
inthe Theological Seminary. At 
the Stated Meeting of the Board 
in September last, the committee 
reported, that they had fuifilled 
their appointment, and that Dr. 
Miller had declared his accept- 
ance of the office of Professor, 
and was dismissed from his con- 
gregation. The Board at the 
sameé meeting proceeded to the 
inauguration of Dr. Millet ; and 
he was solemnly inaugurated as 
Professor of Ecclesiastical Histo- 
ry and Church Government, Sep- 
tember 29, 1813. Owing to ill 


* health, Dr Miller did not remove 


to Princeton and enter upon the 
duties of his office until the 20th 
of December following. 

The number of Students in the 
Seminary at the date of the last 
report was eight. During the 
Summer Session the five follow- 
ing additional Students were re- 
ceived, viz. 

Jacob E. Vosburgh, graduate of 

Union College. 

Jacob Green, Queen’s 

William Hooper, University of 
N. Carolina. 

John Cruikshanks, Yale. 

Samuel Robertson, Williams. 

At the close of the Summer 
Session the number of Students 
was thirteen. 

During the Winter Session 
eleven more Students were re- 
ceived into the Seminary, viz. 


John Barnard, graduate cf Union 


College. 
Lebbeus Booth, - do. 


Phinehas Camp, - do. 
John T. Edger, of Kentucky. 


John Ross, - Middlebury. 
Reuben Smith, do. 
Jehiel Talmage, Nassau Hall. 
Backus Wilbur, do. 


Thomas C. Searl, Dartmouth. 
Samuel B. How, Philadephia. 
David Oliphant, Union. 

The last two when they enter- 
ed the Seminary were licentiates. 

Of the foregoing Students, five 
have left the Seminary, viz. Mr. 
Parme‘ee, who has been appoint- 
ed a Tutor in the College of N. 
Jersey; Mr. Hooper, who has 
been obliged, on account of il 
health, to relinquish his studies ; 
Mr. Vosburg, who has been dis- 
missed at his own request; and 
Mr. How and Mr. Oliphant, who 
when they entered the institution 
expected to stay buta short time. | 
So that the whole number of 


“Students at présent in the Semi- 


nary is nineteen. 

The term of probation of all 
the Students having expired, the 
Professors have reported, “They 
have ho report to make unfavour- 
able to any of the Students, dur- 
ing the period of probation.” 

The conduct of the Students, 
according to their report, has 
been correct and exemplary ; and 
their influence on the town of 
Princeton and its vicinity is per- 
ceptible and ‘salutary. 

The course of studies pursued 
in the Seminary through the year 
past, will be best learned from 
the reports of the Professors.— 
With respect to the studies of the F/ 
Summert Session, the Professor 
made the following report : 

* The Students have been oc- 
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cupied this session in paying at- 
tention, 

1, To the Original Languages 
of the Scripture. 

2. In the perusal of the Scrip- 
tures in the English translation in 
a Tegular course. 

3. In making a translation of 
Grotius de veritate into English. 
And, 

4. Inthe study of Didactic The- 
ology ; on which they entered 
abeut the first of August, the 
commencement of the second 
year of the course. The compo- 
sitions and orations required by 
the Pian, have been regularly 
called for andgenerally exhibited. 
‘he orations have always been 
delivered in a Theological Socie- 
ty; which has been instituted at 
this place under the superintend- 
ance ot the Professor. In addi- 
tion to the studies pursued under 
the direction of your Professor, 
the Students have enjoyed the 
privilege of receiving instruction 
on the composition and delivery 
of a sermon from the Rev. Dr. 
-Green, who for some time gene- 
rously devoted an hour in the day, 


_two days inthe week, te the The- 


ological Class,” On the studies 
of . Winter -session, the Pro- 
fessors at the present meeting of 


the Board have made the follow- 


ing report: The first class 


Jhave been occupied in studying 
. Biblical Criticism, Didactic The- 
ology, and Ecclesiastical History, 


The second Class have been em- 


. ployed in attending tothe He- 


brew and Greek Languages, to 
Jewish Antiquities, to Biblical 


_ History, and Scriptural Chronol- 
ogy; and in reading and analizing 
_ the Scriptures in regular order.” 


The Board, at each of the se- 
mi-annual meetings, attended to 


$14. R chort, tc. 51 


an examination of the Students 
in the Seminary on the studies of 
the preceding session, in which 
they received much satisfaction. 

Owing to the increase of Stu- 
dents in the College, it was found 
necessary, in the beginning of 
the Summer Session, to remove 
the T “he ological Students, tolodg- 
ings in the town, where they have 
been comfortably accommodated 
through the year. 

On the subject of funds, the 
Board report to the Assembly, 
that in September last they ad- 
dressed a circular letter, request- 
ing collections from the Presby- 
terlan congregations in the fol- 
lowing cities and towns, yiz. Au- 
gusta, Charleston, Raleigh, Fred- 
ericksburgh, Petersburgh, Nor- 
folk, Georgetown, Alexandria, 
Pittsburgh, Washington, ( Penn.) 
Philadeiphia, Trenton, itil 


Freehold, Cranbury, New-Brans- 


wick, Baskingridge, Morristown, 
Elizabethtown, Newark, Orange, 
New-York, Newburgh, Goshen, 
Hudson, Utica, Whitesborough, 
Cooperstown, Schenectady, Al- 
bany, Troy, Lansingburgh, Wa- 


_terfgrd, and Newburyport. In 


consequence of this application, 
the foliowing collections have 
been reported, viz. 





Second Church Phil- 
adel phia, “s  - $135 00 

Cedar-street Church 
New-York, - - 305 15 
Albany, - - 220 89 
Troy, - . 51 00 
Total, - - 712 04 





= 


The above collections were or- 
dered to be paid to the Treasurer 
_of the General Assembly. 
At the same meeting the Board 
directed that the following ex- 
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tract from the Professor’s report 
should be printed and circulated 
through the churches under the 
care of the General Assembly, 
viz. 

“Ttis no part of the official du- 
ty of your Professor to exhibit a- 
ny statements relative to the funds 
of the Institution ; but he will 
take the liberty of suggesting that 
this subject peculiarly demands 
the attention of the Board. It is 
an object of great importance to 
acquire funds for the support of 
indigent students, Had not the 
General Assembly made an ap- 
propriation for this purpose, for 
the current year, several promis- 
ing young men would have been 
under the necessity of leaving the 
Seminary. It is ardently to be 
wished that no student shall be 
obliged to go away for want of 
support, until he shall have com- 
pleted the prescribed course. — 
The Professor thinks it~may be 
useful to mention a providential 
interposition in favour ofa young 
man, who lately made application 
to be received into the Seminary, 
but for whose support there 
seemed to be no resource with- 
in ourreach. The circumstan- 
ces of the case having been men- 
tioned in the hearing of some 
pious ladies of Philadelphia, who 
happened to be in Princeton ; 
they instantly offered to be res- 
ponsible for the support of this 
voung man. ‘The necessary 
funds they mean to collect by 
instituting a society for the pur- 
pose. ihis generous ur-ertak- 
ing excited the ladies of Prince- 
ton to make an effort to form a- 
mong themselves a society for 
the support of anether Theolog'i- 
cal Student. The thing was no 
sooner proposed than accom- 
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plished. It was found that about’ 
thirty persons, by contributing’ 
only two cents a day, could fur- 
nish a competent support for a 
student at this Seminary. Many 
were astonished at the facility 
with which a great good could 
be accomplished by a combined 
effort. This Institution ought 
also to be acknowledged as a 
most seasonable interposition of 
Providence ; for we have in the 
Seminary a very promising and 
pious young man, who is utterly 
destitute of the means of sup- 
porting himself. It may be pro- 
per to remark, that it is a part of 
the plan of this Society, that the 
object of their charity is not to be 
made known tothem. The ap- 
propriation of their funds is en- 
trusted solely to the Professors of 
the Seminary. If now one such 
society should be formed in every 
flourishing town and wealthy 
congregation, within a hundred 
miles of this place, we should 
complain no more of the want of 
funds.” : 
In consequence of the publica- 
tion of this extract, the attention 
of charitable and pious females 
in several places has been called 
to this important subject; and 
much has been done, which re- 
flects great honour on this sex. 
The Board are happy to state 
that they have received informa- 
tion, that the following associa- 
tions, have been formed for the 
support of Theological Students 
in this Seminary, which have col- 
iected the following sums : 
Female Cent Society 
of Phnceton, $216 96 
Do. Elizabethtown, 145 00 
Do. Kirst Ch. Newark, 120 00 
Do. Second do. 105 OO 
Do. BrickCh. N.York, 220 00 
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Do. Wall-st.Ch.N.York75 00 

Do. Cedar-st. Ch. do. 558 394 

Do. Newburgh, 30 00 
First Female Cent Soci- 

ety of Philadelphia, 200 00 





Second do. do. 81 25 
Third do. do. 50 00 
Total, $léO1 60% 





The Board have also heard that 
other Female Associations for the 
same object have been instituted 
in some other places ; but they 
are not sufficiently informed to 
make any statement respecting 
them. 

The Board are happy to report 
to the General Assembly, that 
the Trustees of New-Jersey Col- 
lege, have taken two students of 
the Theological Seminary on the 
charitable funds under their care, 
and have appropriated to each for 
their support, from the said funds, 
170 doliars per year. 

No books have been purchased 
for the library through the year 
past. In the last report, the 
Board informed the Assembly, 
that they had enjoined it on eve- 
ry Director to soticit donations in 
books for the Seminary. In con- 
sequence of this order, the Di- 
rectors have collected about 250 
volumes. Many of these are 
scarce and valuabie books. ‘these 
donations and all others, whether 
in books or money, and also all 
devises and bequests made to the 
Institution, the Board have di- 
rected to be carefully recorded 
ina book, which they have pro- 
cured for that purpose 

Dr. Miller in consequence of 
his acceptance of the office of 
Professor, has resigned his office 
as Vice-President of the Board. 
Dr: Woodhull has been elected 
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Vice-President in his place. Dr- 
Miller at the same time signified 
tothe Board, that he should no 
longer act as a member of the 
same. The Board have also to 
inform the Assembly, that anoth- 
er vacancy has been made by the 
death of the Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Clark. , 

On the subject of expenditures 
the Board make the following re- 
port: 

One year’s salary paid , 

Dr. Alexander, $1800 0° 
Six months do. paid 





Dr. Miller, $03 00 
Appropriated to aid stu- 
dents, 213 44 
Printing and stationary, 19 15 

Removing Dr. Miller’s 
family and effects, 140 78 
To a book case, 19 48 
§ O92 85 





Which leaves of the $4000 
appropriated by the last Assem- 
bly, unexpended,; $907 15. 

The Board would inform the 
Assembly, that the interests of 
the institution appearing imperi- 
ously to require the erection of 
some buildings, they have ap- 
pointed a committee to consider 
of a plan for buildings, to obtain 
information and estimates from 
architects and others relative 
thereto, and to suggest, if they 
judge proper, a system of pro- 
ceeding in regard to laying out 
the grounds, and erecting the 
buildings intended for the use of 
the Seminary. 

The Board have received dur- 
ing their sessions, the following 
information, viz. 

The relict of William Falcon- 
er, deceased, departed this life 

onthe 12th ult. im consequence 
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of which the Theological Semi- 
hary is pow entitled to 
Four shares of Pennsyl- 
vaniaBank Stock,sup- 
. posed to be worth, $2160 00 
Athree story brickhouse 
and lot, in Union-st. 
Philadelphia,valuedat 
Say, 3500 00 
Bond and judgment of 
. Clement Biddle, 1200 00 
Do. of George Dorland, 
Chester county, 409 00 


Fifteen shares of theFar- 


mers and Mechanics 

Bank, worth, 105.0 00 
Interest on C. Biddle’s 

bond, due 1 9th of pre- 

seni month, 72 00 





$3382 00 

In consequence of the above, 
the Board have appointed a com- 
Miittee to apply to the executors 
of the estate of the late William 
Falconer, deceased, for a trans- 
fer of the real estate, bank stock, 
and speciaities bequeathed for 
the use of the Theological Semi- 
nary, which transfer shall be to 
the trustees of the General As- 





sembly of the Presbyterian Ch. 


for the use intended by the testa- 


tor, depositing the evidences 
thereof with the ‘Treasurer of 
the said Trustees. 

May 0, 1814. 


—— tt e—— 
Fetttion on the subject of Mails. 


The following Petition has already 
veceived the signatures of thousands, 


“of alt the rehgious denominations, 


throughout the United States. The 
friends of the Sabbath, in various 
parts of opr country, without regard to 
name or sect, have adopted this method 
to procure the united remonstrance 
and petition of ali who regard the law 


of God upon the important suliject 
which the petition embraces. These 
petitions ought to be heard, There 
cannot be a more direct violation of 
the Sabbath than running the nails on 
that day. Every town and village 
through which they pass are disturhed ; 
curiosity is excited; and multitudes 
forsake the duties of religion, to listen 
to the news.—It is hoped that the 
friends of the Sabbath will,without fail, 
add their names to the papers in circn- 
lation. | {E ns. 
PETITION, kc. 

Tre subscribers, inhabitants 
of the town of in the state 
of beg leave respectfully to 
represemt to the Congress of the 
United States, that, in their ap- 
prehension, the transportation 
and opening of the mail on the 


Sabbath, is injurious to the mor- § 


als and civil welfare of this na- 
tion. They do therefore pray, 


that such arrangements may be | 


ynade, as shall prevent the con- 
tinwance of this evil. Jn ilhis- 
tration of their views on this sub- 
ject, they beg leave to state, that 


the Sabbath, according te their f 


belief, is an ordinance of God, in- 
stituted frem the beyinning of 
the world, and always regarded 
by believers in revelation, as a 


‘blessing indispensable to the well 
‘being of mankind, both in the 


present life, and that which is ‘to 
come. 

That the Christian Religion, 
which enjoins the observance of 
the Sabbath, is the religion gene- 
rally professed by the people of 
this nation ; and that the laws of 
many of the Siates, do expressly 
prohibit such profanation of the 
Sabbath, as is implied in the 


transportation of the maH —That | 


the rest which the Sabbath pro- 
vides is due to the inferior Crea- 
tion, on the ground of humanity, 


nd to man himself on the groune | 
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both of humanity and policy. 
That the Sabbath contributes to 
increase the amount of produc- 
tive labour, to promote science, 
civilization, peace, social order, 
and correct morality ; inasmuch 
as it convenes the population ofa 
nation ofie day in seven, to hear 
the best moral precepts, enforced 
by the most powerful motives ; 
and as it restrains mankind from 
those vices which destroy proper- 
ty, health, reputation, intellect, 
domestic peace, and national in- 
tegrity and imdustry ; thus pre- 
venting that ignorance and profli- 
gacy, which tend to reduce the 
body ofthe people to poverty and 
slavery, by throwing the property 
and power of the nation into the 
hands of a few. 

We cannet but observe also, 
that the Sabbath has been the 
principal means of ‘upholding in 
the world, the knowledge of God 
and salvation, and of preserving 
nations from the darkness and 
miseries of idolatry. 

Wei ate accustomed to consid- 


er, also, that our prosperity asa 


nation depends upon the smiles 
of heaven ; ahd that ‘the prcfana- 
tion of the Sabbath is calculated 
to awaken the displeasure of God, 
and to bring down his judgments. 
With these views of the Sabbath, 
your petitioners are constrained 
to contemplate the transportation 
and opening of the mail on that 
day, with deep regret, as the 
¥reat ohjects of the Sabbath, are 
evidently defeated by these 
means, in respect to the multi- 
tude of ‘persons who are with- 
dtawn from its salutary instrac- 
‘tons and restraints—to which 
‘evil we would add, ‘the powerful 
influence upon the community, of 
an example so inauspicious, so 


1814: | Resolutions of the Columbia Presbytery, &c. 55 


constantly occuring, 86 widcly 
extended, and sanctioned by so 
high authority. 

We must add likewise, that 
the transportation and opening of 
the mail on the Sabbath is, in 
many places, @ painful interrup- 
tion to the sqlemnities of public 
worship. 

Your petitioners are aware, 
that works of necessity and mercy, 
are not incompatible with the 
sanctification of the Sabbath ; 
but as government may, and ac- 
tually do, employ expresses, in 
cases which require special expe- 
dition, we cannot but consider the 
‘stated transportation of the mail 
on the Sabbath, tobe unnecessary 
and a profanation of that HOLY 
DAY. 


‘ 


er 2 


Resolutions of the.Presbytery of 
Columbia, relating to the form- 
ing of Cent Soctettes. 


WHEREAS it appears to this 
Presbytery, that the vital interests 
of the Church are connected with 
the bringing forward and edu- 
cating of pious young men for 
the Ministry :-——Whereas, there 
are many youths of promising 
talents and hopeful-picty, who are 
desirous of devoting themszlves 
to the service ofthe sanctuary, 
but are destitute of Funds ade- 
quate to the expences of a course 
of Theological learning. And 
whereas, successful efforts have 
been made, in several Congrega- 
tions of the Presbyterian Church, 
by the comdined exertions of fiious 
charitable females, who have for- 
med themselves into Cent Socie- 
ties to afford ‘assistance im this 
interesting particular———There- 
fore 
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1. Resotved, That it be recom- 
mehded to the Sessions of the 
Churches under the care of this 
Presbytery to encourage, as far 
as ls, practicable, the forming of 
such Societies within their re- 
spective Congregations. 

2. Resolved, That the monies 
to be so raised, be under the spe- 
cial direction of Presbytery, and 
be appropriated to the aid of such 


. candidates for the Ministry as are 


under their care, and may re- 
quire assistance. 

3. Resolved, That it be the 
duty of the Sessions to report at 
the next meeting of Presbytery 
what they have done in the fur- 
therance of this object. 

Attest, 

NATHANIEL S. Prime, Maad’r. 
Sessions of Presbytery, 

June 30, 1814. 


From the Liverpool Mercury. 


Proclamation of the Emfieror - 
Alexander. 


The following imperial Ukase, 
er proclamation was read at the 
general meeting of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society in Lon- 
don, on Wednesday, May 4, 1814, 
by. the Rev. Mr. Pinkerton from 
Moscow, as evincing the lively 
interest which the Emperor Al- 
exander takes in the cause of re- 
ligion. 


TRANSLATION, 


_ Subjects! A year has elapsed 
since we were called upon to re- 
turn thanks to God for delivering 
our realms from the hands of 
cruel and powerful enemies. —- 


Scarcely-is the present year ex- 
pired, and already our victorious 
banners are erected on the banks 
of the Rhine. Europe, which 
was armed against us, is now vol- 
untarily marching with us! All 
the nations which lie between 
Russia and [France follow. our ex- 
ample; and having united their 
arms to ours, turn them against 
the oppressor of nations. 

So great a change upon earth 
could only have been effected by 
the special power of God.—The 
destiny of nations and states rises 
and falls by the power of his al- 
mighty arm. Who is powerful 
without him ? Who is strong and 
stable, unless by his will? Let us 
turn to him with our whole heart 
and mind. Let us not be proud 
of our own deeds. Let us never 
imagine that we are more than 
weak mortals—What are we? 
So long as the hand of God is 
with us, we are in possession of 
wisdom and might, but without 
him, we are nothing. Let all the 
praises of man therefore be si- 
lenced before him. Let eachof 
us present the sacrifice of praise 
to him to whom it is due.- Our 
true glory and honour is humility 
before him. We are convinced 
that each of our faithful subjects 
always feels this, and especially 
after so much divine goodness 
has been poured out upon us.— 
Animated therefore by these sen- 
timents of humility and zeal, we 
ordain on the present occasion, 
that throughout our whole em- 
pire every temple ot God,be open- 
ed, and that in every church sol- 
emn thanksgivings be presented, 
on bended knees, to the makei 
and disposer of all things, and that 
all present tears of the warmest 
gratitude to him, for the: vn 
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speakable mercy shewn to us. werender unto him but tears of 


By the power of his Almighty 
arm, he hath drawn us out of 
great deeps, and placed us on the 


pinnacle of glory. What shall 


ratitude and joy. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER. 
Given at the Head-Quarters, 
Carisrhue, Dec. 6, O. S. 1813. 


MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ee 


Missions in Africa. 


By the last arrivals from South 
Africa, the Missionary Society 
of London have Peceived from Mr. 
Campbeil, one of their agents, a 
very interesting account of his 
journey to the north of Orange 
River. The novelty and impor- 
tance of this tract has excited a 
great sensation among the curi- 
ous and intelligent at the Cape of 
Good Hope. After ten days 
travelling beyond the Orange 
River, he arrived at Lattakkoo an 


‘African city, not far from the 


east coast, and containing about 
1500 houses and 8000 inhabitants. 


He had a long conversation with 


their King, Matebec, which ‘was 
repeated in the presence of his 
chiefs and people. After much 
discussion he succeeded in ob- 
taining the King’s consent to 
send missionaries amongst them ; 
‘and was dismissed with this la- 


‘conic answer, “ Send them, I will 


be a father to them.” At this city, 
he obtained information of many 
other tribes, still farther to the 
northward, hitherto unheard of, 
and offering a wide field both for 
curiosity and missionary enter- 
prise. | 
From Lattakkoo he shaped his 
course to the south-east and south, 
Vor. I. No. 2. 





and fell in with two villages peo- 
pled with different races; and 
from them he obtained their con- 
sent to send missionaries. He 
represents this part of his track 
as carrying him through a richly 
beautified country, and adorned 
with all the luxuriance of Rahei- 
tean scenery. He then gained 
the Orange River ; and keeping 
by its course, he travelled nearly 
the whole breadth of Africa to 
Namacqualand ; where the river 
discharges itself into the South 
Atlantic. 

Mr. Campbell has thus suc- 
ceeded in crossing Africa by a 
route higher up than had ‘ever 
been attempted by any European, 
and returned to the Cape, after a 
journey of nine months. Another 
of the Missionaries is to be em- 
ployed on a northerly expedition, 
along the west coast of Africa, 
with a view to obtain information 
respecting the Dramara country 
and the regions beyond it. This 
country is known to Europeans 
only by name, and reaches north- 
ward from Namacqualand as far 
as the south tropic. 

It is to be hoped, that the ex- 
ertions of these benevolent men 
will not be looked upon by the 
public with an eye of indifference, 


merely because they add the 
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blessings of Christianity to the 
other blessings of settled resi- 
dence, cultivation, and the useful 
arts which they have ever intro- 
duced among their converts. 
They have already carried their 
schools and their chapels beyond 
the limits of the colony; and 
their remotest missionary village 
is about 500 miles to the north- 
ward of the south angle of Afri- 
ca. Thus, by carrying forward 
the line of their settlements into 
the interior, are these bardy ad- 
venturers, in the best of causes, 
making constant advances upon 
the barbarism of this vast conti- 
nent. They bid fair to lay open, 
in the course of time, the whole 
of that unknown and neglected 
quarter of the globe, to the curi- 
osity of the public ; and it is to 
be hoped, that the public liberal- 
ity will keep pece with the grow- 
ing expenses of their large and 
multiplied undertaking. 
[ Liverfiool Mercury. 


ON CHARITY LIBRARIE. 


We extract the following remarks 
upon Cuarity Liprarizs from a 
letter published in the Panoplist in 
January last. They are inserted in 
this Magazine as introductory to a 
more full account of these interesting 
and important institutions. They are 
now the property of the Berkshire and 
Columbia Missionary Society. They 
are visited and inspected annually by 
our Missionaries, who repert their 
state and usefulness to the Society.— 
We have had the mort pleasing ac- 
counts from them, at the late meeting 
an Hudson. ‘They have afforded im- 
portant sources of insiruction to the 
inhabitants of new places. Wherever 
they have been instituted, they have a 
beneficial influence. It is observed 
that the morals, generally, of the 


places who have enjoyed them, have 
heen greatly improved. Those who 
receive them, pledge themselves to 
observe the Sabbath, refrain from pro- 
fane swearing and intemperance, and 
to unite their infuence against all im- 
moralities. Wehope to have it iz our 
power, in a few weeks, to present our 
readers with a fu!l account of their 
design and usefu'ness. [ Ens. 


In new and desytute settle- 
ments, where itis thought proper 
to distribute books and tracts, let 
sinall libraries be formed, to con- 
sist altogether of religious books. 
In each of these libraries, and 
under the care of a librarian and 
assistants, place ten, twenty, thir- 
ty, forty volumes, or more, ac- 
cording to circumstances, and as 
many tracts, stitched in small 
volumes, as you please, to be 
drawn and returned according to 
certain rules. In this: manner, 
both the books and the tracts will 
be preserved with care, and cir- 
culated among the inhabitants to 
great advantage. 

Let the rules for regulating 
these libraries be as simple as 
possible : but, by all means, jet 
one of them be an exhortation ¢o 
remember the Sabbath. day and 
keefitholy. As itis certain, that 
the books will be of little service, 
unless they are read; and as 


_they cannot be read without time; 


if time cannot be afforded on the 
Sabbath, it is certain. that it will 
not be on any other day, Per- 
haps, also, it would be useful.to 
require, that persons, in order to 
receive the benefit of the library, 
should refrain from _ profane 
swearing, «nd the intemperate 
use of ardent spirits. That a 
family may enjoy the benefit of }” 
the library, let the head of it be 
required to subscribe the consti- 
tution and laws. 
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To complete the system, and 

render it more efficient, and pro- 
ductive of greater good, let each 
libraty, so formed, be the proper- 
ty of some Missionary Society, in 
the first instance, and under their 
inspection and control, and re- 
movable at their pleasure: and 
let that Society, as often at least 
as once a year, send a missionary 
to each of the places where such 
a library is established, with a 
eommission to inspect the libra- 
ry «nd make report ; so that, if 
it be neglected, or abused, it 
may be removed to some other 
place. : 
- It may also be stipulated, that 
whenever the people, in any one 
ef those settlements, feel able, 
they may purchase the library of 
the Missionary Society, at a mod- 
erate estimate ofits value. Then 
it will be their own, and the mon- 
ey may be devoted to establish a 
library in some other destitute 
settlement. 

It is believed that charity li- 
braries, thus established, will be 
very useful: for they will not 
enly furnish the means of in- 
struction to many, who are desti- 
tute, but they will operate direct- 
ly to restrain vice and promote 
virtue ; they will strengthen the 
hands of the pious, and of those, 
who wish to support order, by 
combining their influence, and 
giving them the influence of mis- 
sionaries and the Missionary So- 
ciety ; they will furnish employ- 
ment to the rising generation, 
and an opportunity of improving 
their minds; and they will add 
to the good influence of mission- 

aries. ‘To these things we may 
add, that these libraries will bear 
standing testimony, which can- 
not be resisted, that the friends 
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of religion are willing to sacri- 
fice a portion of their property te 
do good to the souls of men. 

That this is not mere theory 
will appear from the following 
facts, with which the writer is 
personatly acquainted. 

On the last of May, 1813, the 
Rev. Cyrus Comstock, a mission- 
ary from the Berkshire and Co- 
lumbia Missionary Society, and 
the Rey, Flisha Yale, moved by 
the cry from the wilderness, 
Come over into Macedonia, and 
helfR us, undertook to procure 
books for, at least, one or two 
charitable libraries, to consist of 
Scott’s Family Bible, bound in 1S 
volumes, and other practical and 
experimental works, so as to 
make 25 or 30 volumes for each 
library. They had no funds, and 
therefore depended upon the 
success, which Divine Provi- 
dence might give, by opening the 
hearts of the pious and the libe- 
ral. Subscription papers were 
drawnand circulated : and through 
the good hand of God upon them, 
they had the pleasure.of seeing 
collected, within five months, no 
less than 350 volumes of new, 
bound books, including 10 sets of 
Scott, each in 18 volumes, be- 
sides many tracts and pamphlets. 
They had also subscriptions, in 
money and books, to a considera- 
ble amount still remaining. 

These books were sufficient 
for teh libraries on the plan pro- 
posed. Six have been already 
established, to the joy of many 
destitute people, and returns of 
them have been made to the 
Berkshire and Columbia Mis- 
sionary Society, whose property 
they now are, and under whose 
inspection and control they are 

placed. The remaining books 
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and as many more as.can be pro- 
cured, will be formed into libra- 
ries, as soon as the necessary 
preparation can be made in new 
settlements : and it is hoped that, 
under the divine blessing, they 
may be instrumental of much 
good. 


The libraries already estab- 
lished, are in the counties of 
Montgomery and Saratoga, in the 
northern part of the state of 
New-York. 


On the same plan, if the means 
were furnished, charity libraries 
might be established to a great 
extent. It would be desirable to 
have them in all our new settle- 
ments. There appears to be 
need of them along the borders 
of the wilderness through Maine, 
New-Hampshire, Vermont, New- 
York, Ohio, and the country 
south and west of Ohio, as far as 
our territories extend. 


If such libraries should be es- 
tablished in those places, they 
would be so many posts and for- 
tifications for the establishment 
of the Gospel, where missionaries 
might consider themselves as at 
home, and would serve as a rally- 
ing poimt for all the friends of 
truth and virtue. 


It would be easy to enlarge, 
but the writer fears that he has 
occupied too mush space on the 
pages of the Panoplist for a stran- 
ser, and therefore will close by 
observing, that, if it should be 
thought desirable, he will forward 
for publication the Constitu- 
tion and Laws, which have been 
framed for those charity libra- 
ries, which haye been already 
established. 


Ri 


Annual Meeting of the Berkshire 
‘x Columbia Missionary Society. 


THE seventeenth annual meet- 
ing of this Society was held: in 
this city, on Tuesday the 20th 
Sept.—It was opened with a ser- 
mon by the Rev. Dr. Firen, 
President of Williams College. 
This sermon, which was sound 
and highly respectable, will be 
soon presented to the public from 
the press — After the divine ser- 
vice, the Society proceeded to 
business. The reports of the 
Trustees—of the Treasurer, and 
Auditor, were read, approved, 
and accepted. Again this inter- 
esting and indefatigable. society 
has been attended with the bless- 
ing of him who “ gtves the in- 
crease,” when the seed is. sown 
and watered. They have had re- 
turns of more than seventy weeks 
service from their Missionaries. 
I:very year the means and the 
labours of this institution have 
increased. The funds are ina 
good situation, and all the money 
transactions, under the direction 
of the distinguished and excel- 
lent Treasurer, are managed 
to the entire satisfaction of the 
society —We intend to present 
all these reports in our next num- 
ber. At this meeting the Con- 
stitution of the Society was re- 
vised, and the Society directed 
that it should be re-printed. A- 
mong the provisions of the new 
Constitution, all the officers of 
the Society are members of the 
Board of ‘Trustees. 


The following gentlemen were 
elected Officers and Trustees for 
the ensuing year. 


Rev. BernrAn Hotcuxin, Pres. 
Rey. Jacos Catuin, Vice-Pres. 
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Rev. SAMUEL SnEPaRD, Sec’ry. 
Henry Brown, Esq,._7reasurer. 
Rev. Tuomas Punperson, Cl’k; 
Jos. WoopBRiDGE, Esq. Auditor. 
Rev, Davip PerTER, pb. D. } 
Rev, AtvaAn Hypks, p.p. 
Hon. WiLL1am WaLKER, 
Rev, JonaTHAN Nasu, 
Rev. Joun Cuester, 
Noan Rosseter, Esq. 
Rev. AZARIAH CLARK, 
Hon. Tuomas B. Coox, 
Rev. EBENnrzER JENNINGS, 
Mr. James W. Ropzins, 
Mr, Evraxim REED, 


*SIIISNAL 





~ 

After prayer, by the Rev. Mr. 
WILL1sTon, the society adjourn- 
ed, to meet at Stockbridge on the 
third Tuesday of Sept. 1815.— 
The Rev. Gorpon Dorrance, 
of Windsor, Mass. was appoint- 
ed to preach on the occasion, and 
in case of his failure, the Rev. 
Tuomas Punpexson, of Pitts- 
field, Mass. 


The new Board of Trustees 
held their meeting after the Soci- 
ety adjourned. The Rev. Dr. 
PorTER, of Catskill, was appoint- 
ed their Moderator for the ensu- 
ing year.—They appointed as 
many Missionaries as the funds 
at this time will permit.. They 
received a conveyance of several 
Charity Libraries from the Rev. 
Messrs. Cyrus Comsrock and 
Evisua YALE. . We intend, as 
soon as possible, to give the his- 
tory of these most interesting in- 
stitutions. The Board elected 
the Rev. Samurt SuHeEparp, 


Henry Brown, Esq. and Mr. 
James W. Rogpins, a commit- 
tee of Missions, 


The semi- -annual meeting of 
the Board is to be held at Pitts- 
field, Mass..on the last Tuesday 


Ann, Meeting of the Am, Board of Foreign Missians. 


6; 


in April, 1815, at the: house of 
the Rev.. Tromas PunpERSON? 


. nD > Geen 


Annual Meeting of the American 
Beard of Foreign Missions. 


On Thursday the 15th Sept. 
last, the American Board of For- 
eign Missions metin New-Haven, 
in the Philosophical chamber of 
Yale College. The Rev. James 
Ricnarps, of Newark, N. J. 
preached a sermon on the occa- 
sion. Dr. Samurt Mricer, 
Professor in the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton, was ap- 
pointed to preach, but was pre- 
vented from attending. As soon 
as the minutes of the proceedings 
of the Board can be obtained, they 
will be presented to gur readers. 


Ed 
INSTALLATIONS. 


On Wednesday evening the 
7th ult. a pastoral relation be- 
tween the Rev. Ezra STiLEs 
Evy and the congregation of the 
Third Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia, was constituted by 
presbyterial installation. A com- 
mittee of the Philadelphia Pres- 
bytery having been appointed for 
the service, the Rev. Jemes K. 
Burch, who presided, commen- 
ced the exercises with solemn 
prayer ; a sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Mr. Dunn, of Ger- 
mantown, from the words * We 
nreach Christ crucified,” and an 
impressive charge to the Pastor 
and congregation was delivered 
by the Rev. Mr. Patterson, of 
Kensington, tke concluding pray- 











‘ 
hi 


ee a oe TS 


— ————— a 
~ ene ee 


= 














——— 
— 


62 Poetry. [Oct. 


er and benediction by the presi- 
ding minister; after which the 
elders and members of the church 
and congregation gave their Pas- 
tor the right hand, in token of 
their cordial and affectionate re- 
ception of him as a messenger of 


the gospel to break to them the 
bread of life and minister unto 
them in holy things im the name 


of the Lord Jesus Christy and as 
expressive of the déep interest 


they felt in the sacred transactions 
of the evening,.—Religiows Rem, 





POETRY. 


ee eed 


We cheerfally admit the folowing 
piece into our paper. The poetry 
is not correct, but the sentiments 
are just and striking. We most 

’ cordially hope, that those who are 
addicted to this vice will read it ;— 
remembering that they do daily 
and impiously beseech the curses of 
God upon their souls, their friends, 
and the world. If God should hear 
them in wrath, they must reproach 
themselves for ever, a2 the guilty 
authors of their own woe.——“ BY 
REASON OF SWEARING THE 
LAND MOURNETH.” _ Eps. 


To the Editors of the Columbia Magazine. 


Grxrrzmen,—If the following re- 
flections and au address to SWEARERS 
should be thought worthy, you will 
please to give it a place in your Maga- 
zime, and oblige a subscriber. Z. 


“© O xexpe my bosom free from im. 

pious thoughts, 

‘¢ My tongue from lying, and my lips 
from guile ; 

‘‘ And may [ ever bless thy name, 
great King Eternal, 

‘* Por all thy mercies, kindly given to 
draw my soul to thee: 

“* Bach night will I recount thy mer- 
cies 9’er, 

++ And in the moruing speak of thy 
pleterving care ; 

‘¢ Worlds shall rot tempt me to Jet go 
my hold on heaven, 

*“ Although my strength is powerless 
to preserve my grasp ; 


“ Thy goodness and thy goodness ely 
does sustain me, 

‘¢ Else I should fall ;—— 

“ Fallen indeed Iam; but faith and 
hope, 

‘¢ Those anchors of the soul, 

“ And love, the star that guides me ; 

“‘ And O, amazing love, thy power, 
eternal God, 

‘* And thine alone, supports me. 

“And are there those that heed thy 
mercies not, 

‘¢ That scorn thy kindness & thy love, 

“ That mock thy power, 

“ That call thy vengeance down, 

“ That pray, but pray for pEaTR!!!” 


Yes,——Swearer—— 

Although you heed it not, 

Heaven’s aw ful, just,eternal vengeance, 

Rests on thy devoted head ; 

Fach fearful oath of thine is big with 
death. 

Thou prayest, mdeed ; but dost thou 
ki.ow for what, 

When these tremendous words hang 
on thy trembling lips, 

And big with horror leave thy wicked 
tongue, 

Damn! and damnation! 

Wilt not thou tremble, when I tell thee 

Thy prayer contains two parts ; 

Thou prayest to be deprived of hap- 
piness eternal, 

And that infinite,eternal,awful misery, 

May rest on thy devoted head: 

When thou callest for damuation, 

Thou sayest, O God thou hast ability, 

And I invoke thy powerto punish me 
in hell for ever, 
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Therefore forgive me not ; 

Charge high for all my faults, 

For seat oath I’ve sworn, or lie I’ve 
told, 

For Sabbaths broken or mispent, 

For.all the sins that I’ve committed, 

In thought, m word, or deed, 

In dread array let them rise up in 
judgment and condemn me, 

Let me not hear those sounds of love 

. that call me to repentance, 

i crave not thy salvation, 

May ev’ry glimpse of light be barr’d 
my soul, 

And may my body share in heavy woe, 

Give me no hope, nor joy, nor giad- 
ness in this world, 

Nor peace nor Jove in that which is to 
come: | 

Array thy face with frownr, 

That I may ne’er have comfort in thy 
sight ; 

Thy favour shield with anger, lest I 
feel thy friendship, 

And guard thy kingdom from my 
near approach. 

This is thy first petition :—Again thou 
sayest, 

O God, not only shut me out of heaven, 

Bat make my bed in hell: 

There may thy vengeance find 


And torture all the members of my 
body 

With inconceivable and dreadful 
agony ; 


And may despair and horror seizemy 
soul and all its powers. 

In this dread dwelling, ’mid the black- 
ness of primeval darkness, 

Give me companions fit ; ) 

Arcursed men and devils; 

Pour down thy hottest vengeance, 

Aud execute thy wrath and curse 
upon me ; 

Let thy fierce, thy fiery, thy fearful 
indignation mect me, 

And send forth all thy terrors; 

Be mine eternal enemy and judge, 

And plague, torment, and punish me 
in hell, 

For ever, and for ever, and for ever. 


Swearer, is this thy prayer? — 
What dreadful imprecation ! 
Most horrible! Blispheming man! 
And art thon pleased with thy petition? 
Or dost thou mock thy Maker? — 
Dost thou now wish eternal torment ? 
fe damnation still thy choice ? 
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If so, Swear on, swear hard; 
The more oaths the more misery ; 
And, perhaps, thou mayest the soon- 
er be in hell. 
Art thou rot shock’d at this? 
Doés not this language harrow up thy 
Foul, 
And make thy blood run cold ? 
Or art thou ready to confess the evil, 
And deplore the foul contamination 
Of thy polluted tongue ? 
O reflect the many, many times, 
Thou hast blasphem’d the God of 
heaven ; 
The many times thou hast imvok’d 
damnation 
In a year, a month, a day; 
Nay, in a single hour, how oft, 
When mad with rage, hast thoa call’d 
down 
Heayen’s awful vengeance ! 
And art thou not in hell ? 
Wonder, O heavens! and O earth, be 
thou astonished 
At the forbearance and long-suffering 
of your gracious God, 
Whose great and awful nae 
Has thus been wickedly and wantoaly 
Profan’d and sported with. 
And thou, O Swearer, be exceeding 
thankful, 
That God in angry vengeance 
Has not answer'd thy tremendous 
prayer ; 
That mercy and that patience have 
thus long 
Witbholden the rash request of thy 
poiluted lips. 
O never, never let thy bold unhailow’d 
tongue, 
Pronounce another oath, 
Lest it should be thy last expression 
here on earth, 
And you in hell receive an answer 
to your 
Swearing Prayer. 
But rather let thy oaths to supplica- 
tions turn; 
Repent and turn to Jesus ere it is too 
late ; 
His bloed, and his alone, who died for 
swearers and for murd’rers, 
Can wash your dismal! stains away. 
O seek his favour then ;— 
His favour once obtain’d, altho’ thoa 
may’st have sworn 
As many oaths as stars in heaven, 
Or sands innumerab'e on the shore, 
Still thou shalt find,to thine eternal joy, 
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That there is love enough in him 

To cherish and forgive thee ; 

And merit in his blood sufficient 

To pardon all thy sins 

And save thy soul for ever. 

O Swearer, canst thou still blaspheme 
So good a God and Saviour ? 
Does‘not thy conscience cry 

Forbid, O God, forbid ! 


ee 


LOVE DIVINE. 


Love Divine, all love exeelling, 

Joy of heaven, to earth come down! 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 

All thy faithful mercies crown. 


Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
Pare unbounded love thou art: 
Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 


‘ Breathe, oh breathe thy leving spirit, 
Into every troubled breast ; 
Let us all in thee inherit, 

Let us find thy promis’d rest. 


Take away the love of sinning, 
Take our load of guilt away ; 
End the work of thy beginning, 
Bring us to eternal day. ~ 


Carry on thy new creation, 
Pure and holy may we be; 
Let us see our whole salvation, 
Perfecily secur’d by thee : 


Change from glory into glory, 

Ti im heaven we take our place ; 
“Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love and praise. 
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HYMN. 


Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly, 
While the billows near me roll, 
While the tempest still is high : 


Hide me, oh my Saviour hide, 
Till the storm of life be past ; 
Safe into the haven guide, 

Oh, receive my soul at last. 


Other refuge have I none, 

Lo! I helpless bang on thee; 
Leave, oh, leave me not alone, 
Lest I basely shrink and flee. 


Thou art all my trust and aid, 
All my help from thee I bring ; 
Cover my defenceless head, 
With the shadow of thy wing. 


Thou, O Christ, art all I want ; 
Boundless love in thee I find ; 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 


Just and holy is thy name, 

I am all unrighteousness ; 

Vile and full of sin I am, 

Thou art full of truth and grace. - 


Plenteous grace with thee is found, 
Grace to pardon all my sin ; 

Let the healing streams abound, 
Make, and keep me pure within. 


Thou of life the fountain art, 
Freely let me take of thee ; 
Reign, O Lord, within my freart, 
Reign to all eternity. 
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ACADEMICAL HONOURS. 


The degree of Doctor m Divinity 
has been conferred by Harvard Uni- 
versity on the Rev. Joszern SuMNER, 
Rev. Natuaniet Porter, of Con- 
way, N.H. Rev. Jacos Burwnap, of 
Merrimac, N. H. and Rev. Henry 
Frepericx Quirman, of Rhinebeck, 
N. ¥.—Also by Middlebury College, 
en the Rev. Jacos J. Janeway, of 
Philadelphia, and the Rev. AnoREW 
Yates, of Union College. 


The degree of Master of Arts has 
been conferred by Union College on 


‘the Hou. E. Wixixi1ams, and the Hop. 


M. Van Buren, of this city, and by 


- Williams College on the Rev. Mr —- 


Stispson, of Windham, N.Y. 
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OC? P. is received and under con- 
sideiation. We thank him for his fa- 
vour. 
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